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SUMMARY he il c e ai k a
Thi a iclei ac i ai f he e ae bai.The e dige i-
hi ical de el e dic edi ai fSES e egec e | -
H gh Ha d Be e ad he e f digi J] e1935ga ea
Ceai f he Sil E i Se - ai f gec legi la i f a
ice, Journal of Soil and Water Con- e ae agec .Fiall ,d gh
servation, VI. 6, N . 2 (Ma ch- i heGea Plai add c d
A il, 2009): 68A-74A, a d i eeigea ad he fede al
H gh Ha d Be e ad he ci da aicall de aed he
Ceai f he Sil E i Se - eed f ilc e ai
ice, NRCS Hi icalI igh N -
be 8, Se e be 2008. ARRIVAL IN THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE INTERIOR
The a icledic e heece f H gh Ha d Be e a i -
Se e be 19, 1933, A il 27, e a diec f he SIlE i
1935, d ig hich i e H gh Se ice (SES) beca e effeci e
Ha d Be e adclleag e Se e be 19, 1933, a d he ed
i he Sil E i Se ice e ab- De a e f hel ei ffice
i hed de ai jec . The i he Wide B ildig, 600 17"
g age c ea he ed e i S ee, NW. I aki g hi lea e
ab hei a h i k i- f he De a e fAgicl e,
aelad.TheU.S.De a e f Be e e ha k A i a
Agicl e ad ae agic | al Sece a f Agicl e Ref d
([ aged ha hi k Tgel f all he i ee
bel ged i USDA. Th gh he ha e ake i behalf i ¢ ec-
C e ie hecade f ilc - i ih he e i ga
e ai | a al i he Be e al e ed a e -
C ide ad heeb b il - big he SIlTE i Se ice aff.
i C ge f e a i f He had i e Wale L de -
| — T o h ilk i ii g hi ji he e
Mo ol Re e e oi se ice. Ho e ice. Tgell el de ilki
ha k Pa icia J. La e ce, Pa | F. Reich, a d Calif i@ ad had ec e ded

Sa elR.Salc f heia i ace. hi Be e .1 ] a he had



d e ih Secea Wallace,
Be e akedT g ellf hea i-

ace f ee i e ei e
ai diec a de a-
[ jec . Thi fi e e a
f hea i ace fD.H. V. Geib
f he Blackla d Sai , Te a; G.
W. M ga e, Mi i Valle S a-

, I a; W. A. R kie, Pacific

[
N he Sai , Wahig ; R.
E. Uhla d, Mi iSai ; adR.
HDai fU e Mi i i iValle
Sai ,Wic i
Be e al ied C i ceT g-
ell C e a i ai ha had
e ed hi i ce heceai f he
e i e ei e ai -
a el ji e ii fa -
be f ai .Hebil hi caeb
ec i g he ece hi f he
il c e ai e e .
Be e had bee hediigf ce
behi d ec i g he B cha a
A ed e i 1929 f d il
e i e ei e ai . H -
e e, he Chief f he B ea f
Che i adSi iclded he
F e Se iceadB ea fAgi-
cl alE gieeiga e a f
e ai . The F e Se ice
eaed ai al e, hile he
B ea f Che i ad Sl
(BCS) a d he B ea f Ag ic I-
al E gi eei g (BAE) ji | -
e ied e ai . A Be e
e T g ell, f ha
ea e ed a fgief
ha igi a ed.
Be e h gh ha he F e
Se ice had achie ed e | , all f
hich eha ea eciaeda ch

a he . The e gi ee , ag -

i ,ad il cie i had al
bai edbaici f ai ha e
h Id ha e had 75 ea ag ...

Ye Be e fi | Dbelie ed ch
ec |Id ha e bee achie ed e -
ce f he e i be ee he
BCS ag i a d BAE ag ic I-
ale gi ee . Thela e had ke
a al igaak f
ciici f hi ha ag ic
e ei e i alled a di ec-
i . A he e e e he aid
e f hi e held ha
e i ca be c lled b e -
ace ad | b e ace.?

A N hCaliia, Be e ke
e ace had bee edi heS h
f ace ad ha heMag
e ace,deel edb aN hCa -
li a fa e, had bee i ef a
half-ce . He ¢ ceded he
be efi f e acig ge le
| e he e he il ee
e dible. Be e laced he e -
hai,h ee, egeai ad
il ilh.He ied Tg ell il
e i c | cliaedla di
e e iall a ag ic ble
He ged T g ell lace e i-
i fall f hee i e ei e
ai ecl iel de he B -
ea fChe i adsil.?

A diec
i le e

f SES, Be e bega
ig he la ha he had
ea lie ee ed Secea fI-
ei Ha Id Icke Se e be
16, 1933. He h gh he ef-
fecie e | ¢ Id be achie ed if
he de ai jec ked
i lageaea, efeabl c le e

ae hed f 25,000 300,000
ace . The jec h Id be



aliged ih ae hed b da ie
a h he c la i e effec
f ilc e ai ,icldigfl d
ee i . Be e i i all
ed he e fl. . d e i

diigih hi e I f Cc-
al fl dc . F he e,

S
S

he belie ed ha, The babili i
ha heeeffec aegig be
ch geae ha a e ha
ed. “The e jec Id be

| caedi a i ael 20 egi al
ile i aea ha Be e had
ide ified. Thee ee alead 12
il e i e ei e ali i
hee egi ,ad he ed
add heaci , de ai ,

hae f he la .

The fi jec Id be ea he
e ei e ai he e he di-
ec f he ai c Idi le-
e he le lea ed f he
e ei e . The ai di ec
Id ha e | caea eab a-
e hed hee a ig ifica be
ffa e h eda icliai
ig a agee e ad k i
he e Se ice. A aff c i i
f ec biai f ag [
il cie i , e gi ee, ec i
a dbil gi Id bea e bled
le e he jec; a d de e d-
g he | cai af e e
a ge eciali Id be i cl ded.
M f he ae hed-ba ed -
jec k he a e f he ae
bd ad ee beed e e -
iall . Ra d H. Da i ei -
e de f he U e M i i i
Valle ai a LaC e, Wic -
i, a hefi e ei e ali
di ec ec e hec eai f
fa e i a weab a e hed.

h
g

Th , eab C Ceek a de -
ig a ed jec be 1 i N -
e be adb Ja a 1934, -
jec be 10, he Na aj P jec,
a e abli hed. The igi al
$5,000,000 had bee all caed a
hi i
Ab h afe a iigi
he De a e f he I ei ,
Be e be eeched Icke f f d
e abliha he 12 13 -
jec i addii al he 12 jec

hich he i iial $5,000,000 had

bee all caed. Fi e i f he
jec Id be de ed e-
ea ch, he he bei g he
de ai al del . T bl e
hi ag e , Be e Id Icke
ha D.T g ell f heDea e
fAgicl ead he hae g-
ge ed ha heSIilE i Se ice
| ki he babili f baiig
addii alf d f e i -c |
jec .°? U e i abl,
Be e al a ed e ad he
ga . A ei e i e-
ai ed a hehe hee ee
fficie eciali ih hei e-
e ade eiecei ilc e a-
i aff he jec . Afe e
i ie, Be e belieedhec Id
e li alified aff. M f he
ed jec Id be ide
he agic | al egqi c eedb
he ile i e ei e ali .
The ¢ e ai ehd Id
ha e be dee i ed a k
C e ced. The ec d

$5,000,000 beca e a ailable i
Ma ch 1934. SES e abli hed a -
he 14 jec b laeA il 1934,
a hich i e he ec d
$5,000,000 had bee all ca ed.®



Chief Hugh H. Bennett, Mrs. Bennett, and regional conservator A.E. McClymonds view conservation
work on the Frank Milsna farm, Manske Ridge on the Coon Creek Demonstration Project in Vernon
County, Wisconsin, October 25, 1946 (Wis-1178, NRCS, Madison, Wisconsin)

Sice heiiialf dig f heSe - did ."Wa ig idei edi-
ice, he e hai i Ne Deal ae e | e f he i e,
e egecC k ga had CWA e abli hed ic cieia. P -
hif ed. Be e b i ed hi e- jec be ead he -
e Icke i id-N e be, e | ed ki 15da ad
ad heCiilW k Ad ii ai he jec had be fi i hed b
(CWA) had bee e abli hed N - Feb a 15. Ne SES de a-
e be 9. The CWA efleced P e i- i jec ¢ Id ee hi
de R eel (FDR) efee ce ched le.®
f k elief e diec e -
I e elief. A e | e Be e e laied he i ai
h eae ed iei he i e f Icke a d i ed he ge
1933-1934, Ha H ki e- eed a de aedb he a
e ed FDR iha la a f e e a iigdal b le e,
CWA f he P blic W k Ad- elega h, | g di ace ele h e
iioai f d. The i i f a ddelegai , f addii al -
he CWA a ide e | - jec . He ec ed he de Ci
e ad ide i ickl . e i had gh a d ade hi
Icke gge ed ha Be e c - lea. We i | ca aff d
ac H ki ab f di g he ad- | e hi idi e iblea e f

dii al SES jec , adBe e he ¢ , b e ill'l e -



le a | ei d ef
ha ee ha bee d eal g
helie fc e igg dagicl-

al lad.’Be e a he
ale aie ha eek a he al-
| cai f he P blic W k Ad-
ii ai a ia i

O ceagai Be e a e aie.
Icke , h ee, eeded he Pei-
de a al. Wihi he eek,
Icke a ched led ji FDR a
hi Wa S ig, Ge gia, e ea

a d Id eek hi a al he e.
ThePeide ga ed headdii al
$5,000,000 ih he i lai , i
Icke d, ha he k be
aid f hi a -
il he C. C. C. ca e h
e i g. %The ae e ab
he Ci ilia C e ai C
(CCC) ca a i a i ha

i ig ified ha Peide R



H ki . While H ki ee ed

a ic, he defe ed hi aff,

h Id de iaef he |-

ic ha all jec had be ae-
i iiaed.t®

The e Id | ge e.
Be e bega ecei e le e
f hi field aff ha e ae
ee geaig f FERA-f ded
e aci g eff The c le f

la d-g a c llege, ae agic I-
ale ei e ai ,ad ae
e e | e ice all a lied
f hee jec . The de el e
had ech e f he c flic leadi g
he ceai f he Sil E -
i Se ice. Be e fel i a
i e i f he Secea , le
he g h fdi aae aeFERA-
f ded e aci g I jec -
de ie he ai al ilc e a-
i eff He ec ed Icke ,
a f Il , he e aiecae ha
had bee adef e i g SES:

Whe he a e f he e
f Pblic W k f d f

e i C | fi ca e

a e i i a e-
e eda a ga e e -
iall ide ical ih hi e-

e ed ga f
FERA. D. T g ell a ked e
ha I h gh fi.I Id

hi fa ki ha ITa biefl
elli g i hi e a -
d ,giighi he f f
he f ili f a ch i -
gle- ack ehd f de -
aki g C lagea a-
i al ble i lig -

e a iable , ch a
il, 1 e e f agic I-
e, ad ai fall. I hi k he
dic ed he a e ih
a d ha he di -

¢ edi 1ih hePeide

a ae I a if ed
D.T g ell hePeide
fel ha he be a a -
ack he ga a e-
lec e ee aie ae-
hed i ai a f he
d he e ca

C lee, i e -
b fe i C l,

ch a Id a e he
la d e f hec
he acical ibili ie ,

| fdiecl ¢ bige -
i ,b h gh hi c |
ed ce hehaad ffl d
ad ilig f ea cha -
el ad ee i . Acc d-
igl, he icl egieeig

A
b

al a laid aide a d
hi c lee, ¢ ec la d-
eadlad- eci e -
ga hich he S il E i
Se ice i e gaged i
a ad ed. Thee i
e i ab he cce
f hi ee ga ,ifi
i de ied i he
a e e i edab et

I lae 1934, Be e a al Dbe-

c igc ce ed ha he F e
Se ice ee ed bee adigi
il e i ca . B Se e be
1934, hee ee 161 <ch ca
h e k a ac all la ed
ad e iedb he aeagicl-
al age cie . Be e a ed SES
diec hee ca a d called

Ref d Tgell adE K

B le, eciala i a Sec e-
a Icke, a i i adacig
hi eff .1°
The igi f he e ca la i
he eed | ca e CCC ca ea
f heR ck M ai . While he e
a f CCCi e e i
fede al la d , he e ijal f i -
e i g blic f d i ae



la d a e b e ihe -
h ia . D ig he delibeai
e heac ceai g he CCC, ffi-
ciall he E egec C e ai
W k,Rbe Y.S a , chief f he
F e Se ice,aked ha aead
i aela dal be ade eligible a

k aea. Ohe ie e llee
f he Ea Id ha e be
a ed e f he R ck
M ai , hee95 ece f he
blic d ai la. S a' ag -
e a e aiei a . The
Ac f he Relief fU e | e
all ed ile i ¢ | k
ae ad fedeal lad, b e-
ic ed k iaelad ac-
iiie alead a h ied de
US.la , cha c lli g fie,
dieaeg ad e i f e ad
" ch k a i ece a i he
blici ee C Ifl d."O
he da R e el ig ed he bill,
Sece a f Agic | e He A.
Wallace ied each g e

eda e ee aie Wa hi g-

di c C eai f -
e k. He al e i ed he
fl . d c | k ad i ed
ha i " babl [i cl ded] c I
f ile i ."°

Peide R eel ad he Ne
Deale e aiedc ce ed ab
he a eaace f ed g blic
e iaelad He Id a
USDA e ee aie ha he
a ed CCC k e i ad
fl. d c | di ec ed li g
fl_dig ble e b ad aea
ahe ha be efiiga idiid al
acel fla d. CCC Diec R be
Fech e e eaed he e ide
ee ai ab k i ae

la d heg e i Ma 1933.
C ce ab he blic' bjec-
i e ed e f fede al
f d iaelad ca ed e
fR eel' ee ai . Hec -
i ed a Fech e ha

ch k iaelad Id
bigciici .Al ,R e el, like

a fhi ¢ e aie, f-
e h gh il c e ai e-

ied hifigc lad dla d
ad a fa ilia ih he a
cC e ai acice ha c Idbe
i alled c lad ih CCC la-
b . B he al had heed he

call f afll hae f CCC ca
i h e ae i h all blic
lad hildig. Th , R e el
a ked Fech e a d Wallace g a
e e f il e i C I
ca
Wi hi USDA, he F e Se ice
ad ii eed he e i ca
i ilal i aead iaef -
e k. U de ig ed ag ee-
e , e el f ae age -
cie adladga c llege ac all
eaed he ca . CCC eff
fll ed ile i C | g ide-
li e e abli hed b USDA ha Ii -
i ed k "c lli g g llie b
ea f il-Faigda ,f e
la igad egeai ." Gad all
he ¢ ce a e e ded i -
cl de c Ci f e ace -
le . Thi a hadl he a ach
ili i gag icad he i e-
gaed ehd ha Be e e i-
i ed. While illi USDA, Be e
ad ied he F e Se ice k
f he ile i «ca 27



Whe Be e ed he De-
a e f helI ei he ied
ha e he il e i CCC ca
a fe ed SES. SES did ac ie
he aid f e CCC ca he
he ed h i he ig f
1934 a he P e ide had i
la ed. Icke f aded SES e-
e ed f 53 ca , a i-
a el ca e de a-
i jec, R be Fech e, di-
ec f he E egec C e a-
i W ki Feb a 1934.'® Fech-
e a ig ed 22 ca SES
A il 1, 1934. Si lae | SES
a | ig helab fCiil W k
Ad ii ai ke , hich a
a ailable f Dece be 15, 1933,
Ma 1, 1934. B ] e 1934 a -
he 29 CCC ca , icldig
e dedica ed d gh - elief,
Id be a ig ed SES-- aki g
a al f 51. CWA a d CCC lab
gaeSESa e aie | i k-
ig ihfa e

De ai jec Id hel
C | g llie, fe ce a d e ab-
li h a e, bild e ace le
ad la C i C i g
De ie hi b
Be e ga , SES faced e -
e al f eee hea i he ec-
d half f 1934. Thei e e-
| ed a d SES a h i
k iaelad e ed e
f fecig ad heg i g e ac-
i g ga f ded f he
FERA. Thee i e elaed i e
iled i lae | i he e d
half f 1934.

PUBLIC LAND DEMONSTRATION
PROJECTS
The e e fJh Clie, C -
i i e f1Idia Affai , i -
e heladc di he
Na aj Ree ai had led hi
H gh Ha d Be e i id-
1933. Afe heNa aj C cil a -
ed he la ed b
Be e , k bega i edia el
he eeach ai a Me ica
S ig,Ne Meic .Afe SES a
ceaed i he De a e f he
I ei ,Be e e abli hed he 16
illi ace Naaj P jec i he
fi g f jec . T ag e
he k bei gd e he Na aj
P jec,Be e al ed a Ri
G a de De ai P jec ha
i cl ded b h blic a d i ae
la d. M ch f he al able iae
lad a i he Ri Gade Rie
d ai age. E ce f he Z i
P ebl , he Ri Ga de Rie
dai ed all f Ne Meic P ebl
I dia lad.Saih illage d -
ed heRi Gadeadi ib a-
ie h fAlb e e. The ea -
lie illage edaed he E gli h
ele e a Ja e . Reca -
g la field la e e dic la he
ea giigallfa e acce
he ae.Oe heece ie he
i a ed a hei bdi ided
hela d. Pla igf he jec
Id ake i acc heh a
fac i ledi heSaihad
I dia ciiliai . SES Id hi e
a h | gi d h
effeciel bigc e ai
heS a i h illage . The eed
de ad heh a a e i
de ake ¢ e ai effec-
i e led he igi al die ha



ae hef dai fa lied a -
h lg i heUiedSae .
The Ri Ga de a he 34h -
jec e abli hed, ad a he i
Id be added b he i e SES
a a fe ed USDA, al h gh
a be f jec ee ee
fil i le e ed ee jec
i a e | ad ac al de -
ai jec The Te e ee
Valle A h i P jec, be 8,
a ee fll i le e ed ice
he A h i ch e k ih
fa e h gh he ae agic I-
al i i i a he ha SES.
P jec beed 23 a d24 ee
ac all he ai al il e i
e head a eed a Pe [-
aiaSaeCllegea dC ellUi-
e i ,ad hile he eei le-
e ed he ee de a-
i jec i cllab ai i h
fa e

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FOR
THE SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS

The d f 1933 eel cal-
iedi heS he Gea Plai ,
b i 1934 alage d cl da-
ce ded e he lai . Ca ied b
he e el id,i a a ac
ai al aei . O Ma 11,
1934, i e fi e il a icle

e Wahig , D.C, ad 300
ile i he Ala ic Ocea .
Be e ei ed he i

e lai heca ead ffe he -
| i . C fide |, he ed he

eed f ilc e ai ad e-
diced f e ble if cha ge
ee ade i la d e ad
fa ig acice . The New York
Times ed hi Ma 14, a
aig "N , ehae heeil ih
a e cale, a d he

ai a a ell gid ighl i

bel f ac i i gba leagai
hi ce flad a ig, ha i
if eae a id hee e ali f

bec ig babl he Id'
adig ai f b ilfa -
i g- hich f c e ge eall
ea ba k fa ig ba k-
la d. I hef e he di-
c ig heedifiga e f ha
, Be e ickl eieaed
ha i a SES hich ce eeda-
e i I heca e, b
he c e f he e de cie
he ea. 21 e i h a -
ig ha Be e a he age c
i a ke a .

I Ma 1934, a Be e blici ed
he d i he e , he
al ed e a de a-
i jec i he e be a ed
d b |.A Be e e e ,D.
H. V. Geib he egi al diec a
he Blackla d e i e ei e

ai i Te le, Tea, b i ed
a la f alé6 ae ilede -
ai jec. Be e f aded
he la Icke f a alad

ade heca e Icke h | :



Navajo CCC workers build a diversion. Tuba City, Arizona (75N-Nav-296 National Archives and Records
Administration, College Park, Marvland)

N e f he igi al de ai
If he jec c Id be jec had bee | caed i he
Iieee i f:;e fclel ' aldIhseé aea ha ld bec ek a

de aed ha ide - he D _B l. I_fac Be e
i ca be cce fll c - 1933 egi al e i a, c -
lled,ad ilhae i ed iled bef e ide i e he
he a he ee i f a ea, had i cl ded he aea f
Z'i hf e . h;]‘—"eh 'aQ y hec igD B LI helae
cl aladgaiglad f 1920 a Be e ked _|h he
he ee M i i iVval ae elec ie f e i e-
le . ei e ai he e abli hed
ea G hie, h f Oklah a
Be e did akf addii al G , e e he ed lai . C -
f d a dbelie ed ha he $35,000 g ig a he i a ca e
eeded ¢ Id be ca ed gehe fe i I heaea. The de -
fei igSESf d. Wih ai jec a Sill ae Ceek,
dela , Icke a ed he jec heedge f he ed lai , a

Ma 29.%2 i hefi g f jec e ab-



li hed. O e f Be e e eced
allie f he ea | ilc e a-
i e e , Naha iel Wi e
f he eab Oklah aA. M. C I-
lege, dieced i. FIl i g Icke
a al, Be e eli ed H. H.
Fi ell, he diec f Pa ha dle
AME ei e Sai a G d ell
Oklah a, e abli h he de -
ai jec a Dalha , Te a .

ISSUE OF WORK ON PRIVATE

LANDS

Acc li h e a hede a-
[ jec eei e ie ce-
aig a cla f addii al -

jec .H ee, Be e Sil E -
i Se ice had a ke h dle
ec e k iaelad
C licaed he i ai . Ma
e le ed CCC a d WPA
k ai al ak, ai al
f e , blic b ildig, ad a d
he blic i f a c e S ch
k ee ed a clea -c cae f
edi g blic f d f blic
be efi . FDR, a d Icke a ee
geae e e ,feaed he egaie
ece i ha ¢ Id acc a
he e e e f blicf df i-
ae be efi. Th he ed
k f he SIil E i Se ice



iaefa ladca e de c¢ -

i .M e ha he e f WPA

adCCClab , g e e -
cha e f lie ed fa

eeea iedcl el.Oe f he
i h f he il c e ai

e e de Be e Id be

he blic acce a ce f il ¢ -

e ai a a blic be efi a d

h f he e e e f blic

f d. Thi c ce a i-

e all acce edi he eal Ne
Deal.
Icke di liked hi ike, H e
Ha Id, b i i deed c ecl
chaaceiedhi ae i he ac-
ali ece i f he i e
f blicf d.I A il 1934, Icke
ified Be e f gaed b
cC ce ig he a f e
e ad he lic f ki g
iae lad. He dieced
Be e ake f he c -
i e f k i ae
la d.> The i ci h cked
Be e .Thelegilai f di gSES
ha ee ed clea hei e. 1
a eali g Icke he ed hee -
a le f blicf d f il -
e ade iaelad. La d-
e ¢ Id he e heif a-
i f i aebe efi. While a -
i gIcke ha hi i Ci Id
befll ed, he ade heca e ha
Fede al k iaelad a
Ciical halig ile i ,ad
adehi cae h |:
Piae lad e c Id
ca h gh he ece -
a edcai al de a-
i al ad e ei e al
k, e e if he had he
f d. The d k

h ....Ta deadl i ea -

e ab he ab | e e-
ce i fca ig hi
ka a ae f ial a-
i alec 2
B id-Ma 1934 he S lici f
he De a e led ha he k
i ael edlad a legal
The i b gli a e led, a lea
e ail ,j a hed
f Ma 11 eached heea ca ,
bigig ihi eae i
il e i . N ehele Icke
a ed k e iced a ch a
ible blicla d .*
La e i 1934 Icke beca e
ala ed e hei e ffec g.
I lae Oc be 1934 he de ed
Be e e ed e
fe ce he i e e
H ee, e ed e ee e-
i ed he la ig aei-
al ece a e e C ecC
ac ale i i elf.Be e e -
lai ed Icke ha fe ce ee
eeded ec he egeai
hile he g llie ee bei g abi-
li ed. The e e al e e ial
he la d e adj e i di-
id al fa The de ai
jec had bee laced i ¢ -
la d a ea ih eeee i ad
hee a aj bjeci e a he
C e i fc lad a e.

Heelab aeda fll

If hee ee a ible
a i hich e c Id i -
dce he fa e c -
c he ece a feci g,

I Id agee ha he
h Idd . The i le fac
i ha f aea
hefa e ae ha
he «ca ibl aff d



bea all he e e e f
ch ¢ ci . Peli i-

a e | bai ed f
ec ic e i dica e

ha i a i ace fa
ic e aea | a $100
e fa il e ea ad ha
geeal ic e ae a-
digl I .Ude hee
Cic ace,i i i i-
ble e adec weaig
fa e C c fe ce
a hei e e eada
he a e i e e e
f agicl al e hea-
ea bei g fe ced, h e-
d ci 92 hei a ae i -

c e .”

T lacae Icke , Be e ed
acla ei hec eaie agee-
e aig ha allfece aei-
al ided he C e a a
hee e e f heG e e -
de hi Agee e ill e ai he
e f heUiedSae, hich
ee e he igh e e c¢h
a e ial he he hae e ed
hei e . I hei ee f
ig hec e i fc -
la d a e, SES lied eed
adfe ilie.Be e ied head
ff hi i eb adii g field aff
kee he e cha e he
i ece a f effeci e
adc le e de ai . P -
jec di ec h Id ake he i
ha e edi e iaelad
eef de ai a ded ca-
i al e ahe ha diec
ad lad e .28

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SOIL

EROSION

Icke a c¢ fliced. He a ed he
il c e ai k cceed

adad ied Be e e i e ce

i.Ye he

e ad-
f hel e-
ed b i e

he ea eaedb
a dee ied ha hi
hi f he De a e
i Id be ai
ff d C i .Hea i ed
aS ecial C i ee SIilE i
ad i e hi f e lic , i -
cl di g he iae lad i e
Wa d She ad, a fe i al f -
e e, chaied he c i ee. Afe
al gcaee i heF e Se ice,
She ad a hied b Jh Clle
a i i he ef f he B ea
f I dia Affai . A he c i -
ee e be a Chale F.Sha , a
fe f il ciecea helUi-
e i fCalif iaadf e e -
| ee f heB ea fS il. Sha
c - e he 1905 il e f
R be C , Te a, i h
Be e

D ig he c i ee delibe a-
i , Be e ecei ed a i i
f F ed E. Sch e fe, Di ec f

he Pla i g a d Fede al P jec
Diii f he Fede al E ege c
Ad ii ai f P blicW k, a

h SES had eached hei
a igedgal fhii g5,000 k-
e . Be e i ediael b gh
hi c adic i Icke a e -
i .SES a gig ha e la
ff ke d e he iaelad

li g, hile a he a fg -

e e de a ded e blic
e | e »®Th gh ecial a -
i a E. K. B le , Icke a ked
Be e ' f beaace ad e -
lai ed hi hi ki g. He e
B le a fll

I de if ca e ade

Be e le eal e il

e ha e had a e f



CCC enrollees building fences. Camp SCS-NC-5, Yanceyville, North Carolina. 35G No0.287 (National Ar-
chives and Records Administration, College Park, Maryland)

he e h ae eig I a iig he e ,She ad
:' |le ' ? 1 dk k|1a 2 efe ed Be e ag ifice
legii ael d adlId ' k a abilla bof
a hi hae la e he begi ig fa e ae a-
ff, b , he he ha d, I ack il e i . The -
d ' a e i he e i h Id be eied. The c -
f blic fI d_hf | e i ee g ed edBe e
e g fée i ge e 5 C ehe i e a ach. The CCC
e hi hile e i a d Fede al E e ge ¢ Relief Ad-
a a ible beca e iioai h Id ide lab
if he i he igh ack, he ad eae hej -
ahg;‘d LPe e led g ga . Fial Shead ffeed a
' eb ke hi f ee | e he
The ¢ i eei eda el ia he e he F e Se ice i
e ha Kk iae la d de el igalageCCCe i c -
a legalad ece a .S lici b Jec laelad,i ge-
f USDI a d USDA had al ead lgc leel ide he d ai
led ha k iae lad ff e .
a e i ible. The c i ee _ o
FIl e ec e ded ha e Wih he eli ia e f he
jec beli ied 25,000 ace SilE i C i ee i had,
adha heSIlE i Se icebe Be e ad cleage e -

a fe ed USDA. ededa he ece jec



Icke f f digi lae Dece be
1934. The jec ee da
f e 100 a licai ad
fell i hi he 25,000-ac e
li iai ec e ded b he
C i ee. Icke a ed he -
jec Ja a 7,1935, hile he
f dig a e e iei J e
1935, he ec da ie a f he
a age f he Nai alId ial
Rec e Ac. Thee jec Id
hae | a i h life a -
le ehig a d e gi e
SES e life.*?

TRANSFER TO USDA

Wih SESf digde e iei
J e 1935, dic i f hef e
f SES accele a ed. Wallace a d

Icke e cha ged le e agig
e he a fe f SES USDA.
The Peide b gh he i-

bili f cha a fe a acCabi e
eeigi eal Mach. Icke b-
jeced ad h gh he Id ha e
a i ake hi ca e be-
f e he Peide ka aci .
A alae eei g, al i Ma ch,
Icke lef beliei g he had he
P e ide a al d af legi la-
i ceaea e ae ilc -
e ai agec i I ei ad
ha e ha legilai i d ced b
C ge i alallie.®®Icke a al-
ead eceiig e e f CcC -
ge f a i acei dafigleg-
ilai . Be e, L de ik ad
he De a e f hel ei le-
gal aff ee ki g legi la-
i .34
Icke f aded D aldRichbe g,
E ec ie Diec f he Nai al
E egec C il ed legi -

la i ha ided f ilc e-
ai ada h ied hePeide
c diae he ilc e ai

aci iie f all Fede al age cie .

Si ce Richbegk e ha hei i-
i all cai f he SES a -
de dic i ,hea ageda ee-
ig ih he Peide . FDR a d
Richbe g e Feb a 9, ad
Richbe g lef belie i g ha FDR had
Id hi ha all Fede al ile i
k h Id be c lida ed i
USDA.>> Gi e he Peide ' deci-
i , Richbe g gh he ad ice f
USDA he legali f he -
edlegilai .SehTh a,S -
lici f USDA, ¢ cl ded ha he
Peide ,b eec ie de,c Id
C lida e all Fede al il e -
i cC laci iie i USDA. Leg-
ilai Id be e ied. The
Peide ¢ Id,h ee,b e ec -
ie de, a fe heSilE i
Se ice USDA. Secea Wallace
c c ed?®
All cai f CCC ca f hefifh
e Il e eid, A il 1 - Se -
e be 30, 1935, added a he
ele e f gec he deci i
ab SES f e. Wale L de -
ilk, SES a i a diec ad
h ha dled CCC a e , had e-

e ed 533 ca . Di ec R b-
e Fech e Ma ch 9 all ca ed
570 i f he SIlE i Se -
ice b e di g hedecii f he
Peide a he a e i hich
Sil E i W ki be e -

iedi hef e ¥

DUST STORM OVER EAST COAST
A ell haea eaed e Wah-
i g bef e Wed e da ,
Ma ch 6. The Weahe B ea e-



ed ha il b e ed hick

d a 8,000 fee ele ai ab e
B Ili g Field, h f he Cai I
Be e ed hi e he e e
ade lai ed he ce f he
d eade f he Wa hi g
P S da edii . E | ig
hi deci ie e , Be e
e T Wahig ad he -
ba Ea Ia eekca eagi ad
ga hic e ide fcala i i he
al We . T f di il
f he i d- e field fKa -
a, Cl ad, Tea, ad Okla-
h a a eaed dde | i he
k ab e heciie f he Ala ic

eab ad, h eed all-like f a
da,ad he a ed | |
be di i aed e hee e he
cea . 38
Th da, he da afe he d
, He Wallace e he
P e ide i g a deci-
i .Ealie ha eekH eAgi-
cl e C i ee Chai, Ma i
J e had ele h ed he Sece a
aighe a e aed i d ce
a bill ceae a e ae il
C e ai agec i he De a -
e fAgicl e. ] e a ed
be i e ih he Peide
la , a d a ked Wallace ¢ id-
ace.] e, h had bee chai-
a f heH eC i ee fAg-
icl e ice Mach 1931, e e-
e ed A aill i he Te a a -
ha dle, he a ea be d bbed
he d b | b a Wahig
j ali . Wallace a ked J e
dela hile he ¢ led he Pei-
de

Wallace e e iall
e FDR ha he

ade he ag -
k f he

Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes
(208-PU-98K-6, National Archives and Records
Administration, College Park, Maryland)

SIlE i Se icei ecelle b

i i lagel agic |l al We e i

e ai i I ei , ee all

he e Id be li ical diffic | ie
ih heagicl al e ablih e

Wallace Id he Peide ha

Icke babl ec gied hee e-
aliie b egaded SES a g d
adi g ck i hi Ila ceaea
De a e f C e ai ha
Idiclde he ai alf e ,
he de he F e Se ice i
USDA.
Wallacec cl ded iha a eal
a id di i i  he Peide
la ge age da:
I k d a a
figh i hi fa il ad

Ia e ha Id a



a diagee e i hi he

ge ie eg e f he
fa il ; ee hele , I a
ce ai ha i afa a he
De a e fI ei deal
ihagicl al a e ad
ihfa e , heei likel
beee al ei -
ble.*°
FDR ead hele e F ida , Ma ch
8 ada eded hefll ig e
f hea i a ecea i chage
fa i e ,Ma i Mc e:
I a ee M. Be e f
he Sil E i Se ice.
Make a a i e f
M da f eadl a
ha e hi ake i hhi

he hec e .%

BENNETT’'S MEETING WITH FDR

E ide | Mcl e did gi e
Be e ice f he eeig
F ida e he eeke d.
Be e a icle he d
a eaedi he S da edii f
he Washington Post, Ma ch 10.
La e he ig f M da,
Ma ch 11, Be e ecei ed a call
f he ffice f Ma i Mcl e
cC e he Whie H e e-
a ed di c he all cai f
Ci ilia C e ai C ca

SES. Wale L de ilk had de-
el ed he ece e e f 533

ca ha had bee b i ed
R be Fech e, diec f he
E egec C e ai W k.
SiceL de ik ke he de ail
f he ca e e ,Be e a ked
if L de ilkc Idacc a hi
The had |l a h i e

ga he a fe a ad h
he Whie H e. Afe dic ig
hi a e ih D ald Richbe g

Chai f he E egec C il
Be e a a ked g i ee
he P e ide
The P e ide aid e e-
e eec ig hi a -
fe SES he De a e f Ag i-
cl e FDR i lied ha hi ac-
iiiee b he a el
hebe ed e e f he ali
f SES k. The P e ide i -
ied hehe Be e a ae e
a fe ig USDA. U e-
i g hi ffice, Be e , hi
e feh, ec ed he c -
e ai i a e a d
Icke .
M e lie e i a ked
i hi c eci ee ch
i lie ih h e hichl e-
ce | ade ; a el,
ha ehad adegea -
ge i he Dea e f
he I ei , e had bee
eaed icel, ee aified
e ai i heDe a e
a d ha had ake g ea
ai hel . I a e
he e i a he he
I had a g bjeci
he De a e f Agic I-
e el a he ef-

fec ha I had a iah
ad ha De a e ,b
I did gge ha i caei
h Id be decided ha he
SIlE i Se ice Id be
a fe ed ha De a -
e i a feeli g ha
h e a f ai ga-
iai ca ig di ec
e i C I k h Id
be a fe ed he S il

E i Se ice.*

FDR did
la ed d,
diael . T g ellc

ell Be e ha he
did he ac i e-
fided i hi dia



ha a hei Mach 14 eei g, FDR
ledged ie ale e Icke
ha afe : e he dela ed.*
E e i C ge e e all
dged FDR i aci . Ma i

J e ke hi Iledge Wallace

i d ce hi bill, fa able
USDA, il he Peide had ade
a deci i Ohe ,h ee, eece
aiig. C ge a Jh C.
Nich | f Oklah a, C ge a
J h J. De e f Ne Me ic,
C ge a I abella S. G ee -
a f Al a, |i d ced H. R.

6432, H. R. 6439 a d H.. R. 6440,
e eciel, ceae a il ¢ -
e ai age c.

DUST STORM OVER THE CAPI-
TOL AND CONGRESSIONAL
HEARINGS
O Mach 20,1935, heai g he
ed legi lai C e ced i
a S bc i ee f he H e f
Re ee aie C i ee
PblicLad.O he20" he e -
igda f heheai g, FDR e
Icke a ci g hi decii
T e hi d, he Peide a -
ed Icke ha Be e had
i iiaed hi eei g. He e:
"M.Be e i a eciaie f
he le did c eai hich he
ha hadf he De a e f he
I ei ,adl a akei e -
fec| clea ha he ha i
a hae a e f , ad -
caeda a fe f heSilE i
Se ice he De a e f Ag i-
cl e. The Peide had decided
ha a a ae f f ci he
Sil E i Se ice bel ged i
USDA.*®> Whe he ha d-ca ied le -
e a ieda heDe a e f he

I ei , he aff ified Icke ,
h a weieig he Se i le
Ree ai i S h FI ida. O
Mach 21, Secea Icke e a
eleg a he P e ide leadi g
hi caead e idig hePei-
de f he ledge f a e al
heai g bef e he fi al decii
a ade. He e, N i h-
adg e ad hi
bjec ITh e ha I a behead
hi bjec bef e fi al de i
e eed™ R e el Id e-
le , b ffeeda e laai . 1
Id ce ail hae aiedi he
ae f heSi E i B ea
ece f hefac ha a e diffi-
cl i ai a ed cC e a
head he Hill. *°

A heheaig he ilc e-
ai bill eed he ide -
i ea f 1935, Feb a
h gh A il, a i fllf ce. A
elega f Fa kL Dle, di-
ec f he de ai jec
a Maka , Ka a, he SES
Wa hi g ffice a ced ha
D (aea) al dail
cc ecei We e Ka a.*
The 1935 bl ea ed be
he f he hi ie d gh.O

Mach 20, he da a d
e e Ka a, R e el f -
e Peide ial challe ge, G e -
Alf La d , elega ed FDR
akigf Fedeal a i ace ad
declai g, Thi caa he i f
ch ieadi ace ha i i
e ha he ble fa igle
ae.? s La d Id be i
Wa hi g gaie f
he C ge i al delegai f
he Plai ae f a elief -



ga . The Ma ch 20 e-
d ced i ibili i Ka a Ci
bl ck . The Ka a high a a-
| ed affic e e acci-
de . The C ed Ka a a
a e i aed35 ile a h ad
C ed he Mi i i i Rie a
Qic,Ili i,i eal eei g.*®
Hea ie il a icle d ed
hile hefi e a icle eeca ied
highe i he fa e i g je
ea . A hec d e ea -
adi a eaedhighe he h -
i , ahe ha a adakeig
ag dle el.
Hea i g he il c e ai
bill bef e a bc i ee f he
H e C i ee P blic La d
e ed Mach 20 ih H gh
Ha d Be e e ifig i-
a il ae e i . Be e
ce ail ke f he d
a achi gf he Mid e he
he heaig ¢ i ed Ma ch
21. Tha i g Washington Post
ca ied a a icle de cibi g he
c dii Mach 20i Mid e -
e ciie.Al ,SIilE i Se ice
field ffice had ke Be e i -
f ed fd b elega ,
a d had ailed | cal e ae a-
icle Be e i Wahig .*
Whe Be e e ed hi e i-
he ec dda , Mach 21,
he i e ed i he e d ha

i g Washington Post a icle,
hi Posta icle fMa ch 10 de aili g
he Ma ch 6 d cc d e Wa h-
ig ,ad he ece e ae
a icle f he Mid e a d G ea
Plai ciie .°

Be e eedhi e i i h
a dic i f he c d ha
a ed e Wahig Ma 11,
1934 a d Ma ch 6, 1935. The a -
ci f Mach 21 ake e
f hea ial f hed c d,b
a ie i did. The ce e a ed

h f Wahig , b i a
cleal iiblei he Fede al Ci
Ma ch 21. The Washington Post e-
ed Th g fc i e ,
lea i g G e e ffice ,
a edd he Mall a d P -
ac Pak, hee he d a
i ible. 1 M acc fee
i he heai g ae ec d-
ha d, ba ed c e ai i h
Be e .S e f he deail ad
e belli h e c flic ih heac-
alee .Theeaefe fi had
acc b Be e

N hCa liaSaeCllegei ied
Be e deli e a eie f lec-
e, ea heed fhi life. Re-
C i g he cce fl ca aig
f a ilc e ai age c , he
ecalled, Thee ee he i ci-
de , cha he i el aial f
ad d ig heC i ee
heai g . > He eld elab a ed
i iigadlef hed e
c f i Bi g a he J aha
Da iel a d Welli g Bi k Ilace
he d cl dee d ig hea-
ig f he SeaeC i ee
P blic La d. The Se ae heai g
ac all ee heldb heC i -
ee Agic |l e, hile heH e
f Re ee aie heaig ee
held bef e he C i ee P blic
La d. The d cl d f Mach 20
i heMide adi aial e
Wa hi g Mach 21 a ell



This photo of the Lincoln Memorial shrouded in a dust cloud was likely taken on either March 6 or
March 21, 1935. It was taken by Science Service Photographer John Hugh O'Neill and it appeared on
the March 30, 1935 cover of "Science News Letter."” (114G-c-6001a National Archives and Records
Administration, College Park, Maryland)

dc e ed i e ae . D Pe |l aia Ae e a he
Weahe be ai f he Ea Whi e H e he a fe fSES -
Ca adWahig e ae f |Ided. The P e ide aced he
did e ad c d e da afe he a ial f he d

Wa hi g d i g heSe aehea - cd d. A , Ma ch 22, 1935,
ig i A il1935.> Ma i Mc e eleh ed Oca

Cha a, A i a Sece a f

20



he De a e f hel ei
a ThePeide i i cig
calla ecial eei g f heP b-

licW k B ad a he e | -
i he a fe f heS ilE -
i Se ice." Cha a e ed
ha he Secea a f ,
hich MclI e e lied: Ye, he
Peide k ha. Cha a f-
fe ed ge heb ad gehe he
e da, | be Id. Ca
d i i edia el ? The P e ide
a i d e , da . Cha -
a called Icke, a ki g ha
d . Icke alead k e f he
P e ide deci i . ha e
d ha he ell , ad i ed he
Secea .>*Thel ei aff i-
fied he e be f a 4.00 PM
eeig ha da. Lae ha da

he P blic W k B ad e ec ed

he a fe de , hich  FDR

ig ed Ma ch 25.

The H e heai g c¢ «cl ded

Mach 25 ad he C i ee e-
ed H. R. 7054 iha e d-

e Ma ch 29. Af e he

H e debaed ad a ed H. R.
7054 A il1l, he SeaeC -
i ee Agicl eadF e
held hea i g A il2ad3, ad

e ed hei a e ded bill
A il 11. The Se ae c i ee
a e ded he bill b addi g he
d e ae | he ae-
e f lic adicl ded blic

healh a a bjeci e. Al he
a ed e ecified ha he
age C Id be k a he Sl
C e ai Se ice.

Mea hile d ke a-
i al a e i he Ilai . O

A il 14, 1935, (Black S da ), he

a e e f he black bli -
ad, die b 60- ile-a -h
id, ck ih a ig T-
al dake e ailed i D dge

Ci ,Ka a,f f i e . The
black bli ad a eled he 105
ile be ee Bie Ci , Okla-
h a adA aill, Tea, i e
h a d fif ee i e.I G -
, Oklah a, he e e R b-

e Geige e eda a iclef he
Washington (D.C.) Evening Star i

hich he ed he e d b I
I ck.>®

The Se ae debaed a d a ed H.

R. 7054, ih he Se ae a e d-
e , A il 15. The e da,
Se a Willia He Ki g fUah
ade a [ ec ide . Hi
bjeci e a a ig he e
age C he De a e f hel -
ei . Faili g a ac e gh

,he ihde he i
A il 19. The H ec c edi
he Se ae a ed e A il
23. Afe De a e fAgicl e

fficial e ie ed he bill, P e ide
R ee igedPbliclLa 46 f
he 74" C ge A il 27,
1935.%7

CONCLUSION

I e ec, a age f he legi -
la i a hadl a edic able -
C e ,de ieBe e i e ede-
ie f ch a age c. C de
he b acle. The f dig a
e a ad e e iei J e
1935, le ha ea af e
C e ce e f he k. Lab
f he jec a ce ai , a
head ii ai affled be ee
hei h e ha he de e i



Id e d ad hei flle -
bace f blic e | e -
ga .The hee ee hec -

ei : he e aci g jec -
de he Fede al E e ge ¢ Relief
Ad ii ai , he CCC e i

ca f he F e Se ice ad
he e egi g la f he Agic I-

al Adj e Ad ii ai
adda ilc e ai C e
hei ice- ga

The e h dle ee C e bal-
acedi a b Icke f
legi la i ceaea ilc e a-
i age c i hi ¢ e laedDe-
a e fC e ai . Reflec-
i g he eal hi , Be e

h ghi a babl a g didea
SES g i a i I ei ad e-
called ha Icke i aiabl ca e

hea i ace fhi b ea i a-
g e igiaig ide he De-
a e .°® Th gh Be e had

bee Ref d T g ell fi

ch ice a Diec f he Sil E -
i Se ice, he e ai ed a -
e adadi h had acce
hePeide a a e be f he
Bai T . Be e c ce f a
C ehe i e a ach il
c e ai f dfa ih T g-
ell a d Secea f Agicl e
Wallace. The i | held ha he
ilc e ai ga bel ged
i USDA a d he Id
Be e ce hea iedi he De-
a e
Be e a heciical ele e
he «cce flceai f a Fede al
il c e ai e ice. He had
he abili , hehe b di f e-
ali e eie ceg e i

i h alie ai g he Faced
iha b acle, he e lai ed a d
ed caed, fe i le gh e -

a da, ad did cc b
b i g bidge ih h e h e
he eeded igh eedi

he f e. Th gh ccai all e -
a eaed, Icke lea ed ad ie

hi dedicai ad ee le e .
Be e a e ha he | ca-
ee ciil e a , 1ih g
e al ciala d li ical ie ,

ceaea dlead a Fede al e ice.

Fi all , a age
lel a a e
ae eig.Be e

f legi lai a
f Wa hi g
a e bled a

ca able aff ha a c i ed
he ilc e ai ideal. Fa e
adhei C ge i al e ee a-
i e liked he de ai -
jec ad e e ed e. The
ca e eil elicied C ge i al
e ai ide. The d
cl d eeig ea ad ee
da aic ad le ge c he
ca e f ilc e ai ,b he
i e i hadal a bee f a a-
i al ga . Fa able e e
i hec ide a ed a age
f helegi lai
"1.D gla Hel , Wale L de ilk
] e :F e e lLadC e ai i ,

Environmental History 8 (S e 1984):
138; Wale L de ilk, Walter Clay Low-
dermilk--Soil, Forest, and Water Conserva-
tion and Reclamation in China, lIsrael, Af-
rica, and the United States, O al Hi

C lleci N . 17 (Bekele : Ui e i f
Calif ia Bac f Liba , 1969), 133-
134.

> H gh Ha d Be e Re f d G.
Tgell, Se e be 20, 1933, E i ,
Ge ealC e de ce, Rec dG 16,
Rec d f he Office f he Secea f
Agicl e Nai alAchie adRec d



Ad ii ai , Cllege Pak, Ma la d.
He ei afe he abbe iai RGf Rec d
G a d NARAf Nai alAchie ad
Rec d Ad ii ai ill be ed. Afe
he fi e f he ec dg i le, I
he ec dg be illbe ed. F I
e al a e illbe edi hefi Ci-
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